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LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
From the very beginning .of the Herald of ·Truth broadcast
there has been a 30 second space available for local spot announcement of services and location of congregations. We should
like to encourage more congregations to make use of this space
as we feel that more results will be obtained directly than willl a
general spot.
Should you care to make use of the space the procedure is
as follows: Prepare as near as you can determine a 30 second spot
announcement including only regular services of the church.
Forward this announcement to the Highland Church of Christ,
..
P. 0. Box 1858, Abilene, Texas.
On receipt of the announcement we will forward to the
proper persons, network or independent giving our consent and
requesting that the announcement pe made. At ...the same time we
will supply the proper cue-in information for the station. This is
a requirement of the stations and not by us.
If you are sending out correspondence courses and would
like for us to send requests from you or to you, we will be
happy to add your congregation to our ever growing list. This
is one of the most fruitful areas of teaching the Bible of which
we know. We shall be happy to cooperate in every way possible.
,

From The Mail Bag
Dear Brethren:
I listen to your weekly radio broadcast, it is the most inspiring and spiritual building program I have ever heard.
Will you please enroll me in your home Bible study course.
l would like to receive a copy of program 498 and every program from now on, if possible.
God's speed in your continued work in bringing to the peoples
of the world the message from God's Word.
A brother in Christ :
M.H.
Monette, Arkansas
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Station

City

Time

Ch,

Time

Birmingham

5: 05 a.m.
(Wed).
... ....WALA 10 9: 00 a.m.

Mobile

WBRC

6

ALASKA

Juneau

........... KINY

1: 30 p.m .

8

ARIZONA

Tucson

......... KOLD 13 10: 15 a .m.

Louisville

Eureka ............KCIQ 6 10: 00 a.m .
Fresno ............KJEO 47 10: 00 a.m.
Los Angeles KTLA 5 8: 30 a.m.
Redding ........KVIP
7 10: 00 a.m.
San Jose ........KNTV 11 11:30 a.m.
COLORADO

Denver ........KBTV
Gr. Junction KREX

9 9: 00 a.m.
5 10:00 a.m.

FLORIDA

Fort Meyers WINK 11 10: 30 a.m.
Orlando ........WLOF 9 1: 00 p .m.
Panama City WJHG 7 5:30 p.m.
(Sat.)
GEORGIA

Falls

....KLIX 11

2: 00 p,m.

....WSIL

3

1: 30 p.m.
(Wed.)
Quincy ..........WGEM 10 11: 00 a.m.
Rockford ......WTVO 39 11: 15 a.m.
(Sun.)

MICHIGAN

....WPTA 21 12:00 p.m.

8:39 a.m.
1:30p .m.

........WIBW 13

8: 30 a.m.

Time

Charleston
SOUTH

Mankato

......WEYC 12

6 10:00 a .m.

..WUSN

2 12:00 p .m.

DAKOTA

....KXAB

9

5: 30 p.m.

Greenwood ..WABG 6 3: 3911.m.
Jackson
.......WJTV 12 19:09 a.m.
Meridian ......WTOK 11 12: 90 p.m.
(Sat.)

Petersburg
Portsmouth

TENNESSEE

Amarillo
El Paso
Sherman

Ch,

Time

WXEX 8
..WAVY 10

9:30 a.m.

WASHINGTON

Richland
Yakima
Spokane
WEST

........KEPR 19
........KNDO 23
........KREM 2 11:30

a.m..

VIRGINIA

Bluefield

TEXAS

MISSISSIPPI

Station

City
VIRGINIA

....WJAC

Chattanooga
WRGP 3 9: 00 a .m.
Johnson City WJHL 11 11:00 a.m.

........WHIS

Clarksburg

WBOY

6 9:15 a.m ..
(Fri.)
'
(Sat .)

WYOMING

....KVII 7
......KELP 13
..........KXII 12

8: 39 a.m.
2: 30 p.m.
5: 00 p.m.
(Sat.)

Casper

........KTWO

2

4:00 p.m.

CANADA

Saulte Ste. Marie,
Ontario
..........CJIC

9:00 a.m.

MISSOURI

Cape
Girardeau
..KFVS 12 8: 39 a.m.
Jefferson City KRCG 13 2: 00 p.m.
Springfield
..KYTV 3 8: 30 a.m.
NEBRASKA

North

Platte

KNOP

2 12 :30 p.m.

....... ..WISE 62 6: 30 p .m.
(Sat.)
Greensboro
WFMY 2 1:00 p.m.
Willington ....WECT 6 12:00 p.m.
DAKOTA

Williston
Bismark

...KUMV
....... KFYR

8 4: 00 p.m.
5 9: 30 a.m.

OHIO

....WCPO

9

8: 00 a.m.
(Sat.)

City KWTV

9

8: 30 a.m.

Cincinnati

Oklah.
Portland

This list is not 100% correct due to frequent changes..
Check your local newspaper or television station for times not listed.
All times are Sunday unless otherwise Indicated.

From The Mail Bag
Aug. 20, 1961

CAROLINA

OREGON

KANSAS

Ch.

CAROLINA

Aberdeen

Detroit ........ CKLW 9
Saginaw
......WKNX 57

OKLAHOMA

IN DIANA

Station

Johnstown
SOUTH

New Orleans WVUE 13 11:00 a.m.
Shreveport
....KSLA 12 8:00 a.m.

NORTH
ILLINOIS

Topeka

9:00 a.m.

Asheville

IDAHO

Ft. Wayne

3

LOUISIANA

NORTH

Albany ..........WALB 10
Savannah
......WSAV
3

Harrisburg

....WAVE

MINNESOTA

CALIFORNIA

City
PENNSYLVANIA

KENTUCKY

ALABAMA

Twin

Sta ,tion Ch.

City

....KPTV 12 8: 30 a.m.

Dear Fellow Christians,
As I have listened to your program, "Herald of Truth," each
Sunday evening, I've been more and more inspired to know the
truth and to live a full meaningful Christian life. I was once a
. . . . until a friend introduced me to the Church of Christ.
I have fallen away from the church and need to be restored.
Please enroll me in your free Bible correspondence course which
you have offered on your program. I think this course will be
very beneficial to me.
Thank you.
In Christian love,
G.B.

THE

THE WIDENING POOL
ABC and . MBS Networks
By BATSELL
Radio Sermon

BARRETT

BAXTER
September

No. 501

3, 1961

At one time or another each of us has stood by the side of some still
pool of water and watched as a pebble was dropped into its placid surface. Immediately ever-widening circles of ripples went out into all
·directions from ·the point of impact. These concentric circles extended
until the edge of the pool was reached. In a sense, the story of Christianity ;can be likened to the av.er-widening circles on a placed pool of
;water, for Christianity has spread from country to country and from
century to centµry since , its beginning in the relatively unknown city
of Jerusalem some nineteen centurties ago. The remarkable thing is that
~adiating outward in every direction from Jerusalem the cause of Christ
has had an impact upon every continent . and upon millions and millions
·of 'lives.
The story is a very simple one. It began when God sent His Son into
the world to live among men in human form. A little later Christ chose
twelve men to be His special apostles; still later we read of 120 faithful
disciples. Then, on Pentecost, when Peter preached the first full gospel
'sermon, there were 3,000 who were added to the number of Christ's dis·
!ciples. A little later, in Acts 4:4, we read, "But many of them that
heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about
,five thousand."
Even then the growth had only begun for the church was to spread
throughout the inhabited earth according to the plan announced by the
Lord, "Ye shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." (Acts 1: 8)
Still earlier Jesus had told of His plans for the spread of the kingdom
in parables. In one familiar story He said, "The kingdom of heaven is
like unto a grain of mustard seed, which a man took ~nd sowed in his
field: which indeed is less than all seeds; but when it is grown, it is
greater than the herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the
heavens come and lodge in the branches thereof." (Matthew 13: 31-32)
In ~till another parable He said, "The kingdom of heaven is like unto
leaven; which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, until
it was all leavened." (Matthew 13: 33) Christ's kingdom was like a tiny
pmstard , seed whic .h would eventually grow into a great tree. It was like
yeast which would cause bread to be leavened. It is like a pebble
dtopp 'ed into a pool causing ever widening circles to reach out to the
very limit of the pool itself.
One thing is very clear concerning the activities of the early Christians. Immediat~ly, after finding joys of Christianity themselves, they
Page 4
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set about to share those joys with others. For example, Andrew, upon
coming to know Christ, immediately set out to find Peter, his brother .
Philip brought Nathaniel. In the early verses of the 8th chapter of Acts
we read about the persecution that came upon Christians in the first
century, and then we read, "They therefore that were scattered abroad
went about preaching the word." (Acts 8: 4) Christ's farewell marching
order to His disciples was "Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all
the nations, baptising them into the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever
I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of
the world." (Matthew 28:19-20)
Much of the rest of the New Testament is devoted to telling how the
disciples carried out this great commission. Most notable of all the
early missionaries was the apostle Paul. Someone has truthfully said of
him: "We never read of the apostle Paul after the time of his conversion to Christ except when he is actually on a missionary journey to
preach the gospel to others, or else is preparing to make such a journey."
Paul was always a man "on the go." We cannot conceive of him retiring from his labors, or taking a vacation, or even sitting down to rest
for very long. As a consequence of his burning zeal, and that of others
of the New Testament church, to save the lost, we find that the church
spread throughout the inhabited earth of the first century. Over moun- ·
tains and across deserts the gospel was carried. Across the then formidable bodies of water the gospel was carried. The early Christians were ·
never too busy, too tired, or too unconcerned to tell the lost about
Christ. There was an urgency in their message and in their manner.
At this point I should like to share with you a very wonderful experience. Just a few weeks ago I returned from almost six weeks in London,
England, working with a group of Christians in preaching the ancient ·
New Testament Gospel in one of the world's greatest cities. It may be
that you, like many others, have never thought of London as being a
special mission field. When we speak of sending missionaries into foreign
lands, most people think in terms of the heart of Africa or of the South
Sea islands of the Pacific. However, today there are very many real mission fields in the more densely populated civilized sections of the world.
For example, in Britain today there are 53 million people. Although
27 million of these were sprinkled as infants, only 3 million have their
names on the official parish rolls of the state church of England today.
Widely accepted statistics indicate that only about 7 per cent of the
British people attend church services as much as once per year. This
me ans that 93 per cent of the population never attended and even the 7
per cent may attend only on special days, once or twice a year. This
means that so far a~ active, · virile Christianity is concerned, modern
Britain is largely passing it by.
One morning I talked with the Vicar of one of the .parishes in the city ·
of London 'lnd asked him how . many members there were ·in his parish.
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He said, "Sixteen thousand ." When I asked him how many of these
attended services at his church on an average Sunday, he paused and
rather regretfully answered, "On a typical Sunday we have about 120
communi cants.''
Knowing this disturbing trend in Engl and toward a lack of faith in
God, in the Bibl e, and in J esus Christ as the Saviour of men, a group
of approximately forty Ameri ca ns went to London early this summer
to establish a congregation of the New Testament Church. Many of
those with whom we spoke were unint erested. I rememb er t al king to an
elderly gentlem an who was tendin g his ro ses in the garden in front of
his home. When I invited him to our religious servi es, he responded ,
"I wouldn't be interested." As we talked on that beautiful summer morning in the beautiful surroundings of his own garden, he explained that
h e had no faith in the exi stence of a personal God, nor in the Bible, nor
in the divinity of Christ . H e was a kindly old gentlem an who had retired
from teaching and wa s aw aiting th e end of life, which he conceived to
be the end of existence. As I walked on, I thought, "How barren a life
must be when it has no undergirding faith in the eternal spiritual verities."
We used the modern newspap ers to announce the Back to the Bible
emphasis of our preaching. We advertised in the subways and at the
train stations. We distributed
invitations to scores of thousands of
homes . We talked with men and women on the streets and on their
doorsteps. Many were too busy; many were not interested. But there
were some - as in the early days of the church - who were interested
and who wanted to know more.
We explained, "Our plea is for the unity of all believers in Christ.
The basis on which we make this plea is the inspired word of God as
the only sure guide in religion . The method of achieving thilil unity is
the restoration of the New Testament church and New Testament Christianity in its entirety." We explained that we had no desire to start another denomination in London, or anywhere else for that matter. Oun
was a desire to create faith in God in Christ and in the inspired word of
God. Ours was a desire to bring all honest, sincere people to believe in
these eternal verities and to be united in the Lord's original church, as
outlined in the Bible. We preached the same primitive gospel that wa s
preached by Paul and the other apostles and is written on th e pages of
the New Testament. We called on men to believe in Christ as the divine
Son of God, for "without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto
him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that seek after him." (Hebrews 11: 6)
We called men to repent of their sins, as did Paul in the long ago as
he stood in the great city of Athens, "The times of ignorance therefore
-God overlooked; but now he commandeth men that they should all everywhere repent: inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in which he will
judge the world ... " (Acts 17: 29-30) We pointed out the necessity ef
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confessing Christ before men (Matthew 10:32-33). We urge men to be
baptized - immers ed in the gr ave of water - as their Lord commanded in the lon g ago. "Verily, verily, I say unto thee , except one be born
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of Ged,''
(John 3:5) We a ssure d tho se who li!!tened that when they had obeyed
th ese simple comm andments of our Lord that He would add them to His
church, as He promi sed in the long ago.

r

As we came hom e t o Am eri ca, ev en from this bri ef stay, we left behind a congreg ati on of 38 Chri stians. Each has believed the gospel of
Christ ; each ha s ob eye d the simple commandments of the Lord; each
is learning to wor ship and to work according to the New Testament
pattern . Two faithful gos pel preachers and their wives were left behind
to nurture the new congre gation, to see that it would grow from the
tiny beg-inning (the mustard seed) into the great tree that it is
capable of becoming .
In the midst of a religious world that has been distracted from the
pure, original Christianity that we find described in the New Testament,
in the midst of a world that has turned more and more toward secularism and materalism , there is an urgent need for the pure gospel of
Christ to be preached among men. We need it in the great cities of our
own land . It is needed in all of the other countries of the world, both in
vast expanses of humanity such as China and India and in the tiny
little nations that are largely unknown to the world . Wherever there
are men and women there is a need for the saving gospel of Christ.
If the idea of going back to the Bible, to speak where it speaks and
to be silent where it is silent, appeals to you, let us hear from you. If
you would like to work for the unity of all sincere believers in Christ
of Christ's original clrnrch - not some man-made denominations - l)ut
please let us know. If you would like to work for the re-establish ment
the true church of the Lord, write to us and we will try to help you in
your own community . Great things can be done by humble servants of
the Lord. Will you be one? May the Lord bless you.
C'+.!I

July 24, 1961
We of the North Georgia and Southeastern Tennessee area
are receiving the TV program each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.
The results are gratifying and the Lord's work here we feel is on
the move, thanks largely to this endeavor. We only wish our
contributions could be more.
With Christian Love,
F. G. H.
McCaysville Church of Christ
McCaysville, Georgia
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THE SERIOUSNESS OF SIN
ABC and MBS Networks
By BATSELL
Radio Sermon

BARRETT

No. 502

BAXTER
September

10, 1961

There are many interesting and important aspects to the story of the
prodigal son as re corded in the fifteenth chapter of the gospel of Luke.
Yet nothing in the story is more deeply significant than that moment
when the prodigal said, "Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in
thy sight." (Luke 15: 18) This is on e of those rare occ asions in which a
man says, "I have sinned." Of all the thousands of characters whose
stories are presented in the Bible, all of whom were sinners, with the
exception of the Son of God, less than a dozen ever found the moral
courage to say, "I have sinned."
The apostle John once wrote , "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us ... if we say that we have
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us." (I John
1: 8, 10) A little later in the same book the apostle John further said,
"Everyone that doeth sin doeth also lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness."
(I John 3: 4) Sin is the transgression of God's law. In the Roman letter
the apostle Paul quoted from the fourteenth Psalm, "There is none
righteous, no, not one"; and added , "All have sinned, and fall short of
the glory of God." (Romans 3:10, 23) In these passages which we have
just read, two of the Lord's inspired apostles spell out the fact very
plainly that all men are sinners, for all men have in one way or
another transgressed the law of God.
Does it not seem strange that man should be so reluctant to admit
sin? Perhaps it would be worth our while to spend a few moments tc,
see just why this might be . First of all, I think it is because man is so
full of pride, a sin which Augustine rated as the greatest of all sins.
Generally speaking, man cannot bring himself to admit that he has
missed the mark and that he has failed . Ours is a generation in which
men find the word sin an unpleasant word and use it very seldom. In
generations past preachers oft en spoke on the subject of sin, making it
real and abhorrent, but in our day it is an unusual preacher inde ed who
dwells very long on this unpopular ·theme.
There is also another factor that tends to prevent man's admission of
guilt concerning . sin. It is simply that often man does not recognize sin.
For example , th e man who uses profanity, t aking the name of God in
vain, does not think of it as a very sinful practice. To him, it is merely
a habit that he picked u'p while he was in the army, or somewhere else.
Even though the third of the ten commandments expressly states, "Thou
shalt not take the name of Jeho vah thy God in vain" (Exodus 20:7)
Page 8
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modern man thinks of it as a very light offense Indeed. Similarly , the
man who is a drunkard conceives of it as a rather unsatisfactory pattern
of life , but not as a 11in. The man who Is a liar thinks of lying as a
clever and necessary way to live In a modern dog-eat-dog world. The
man who has broken his marriage vows and violated the laws of God
concerning divorce and remarrfage explains it away as the best that
could be done under the unfortunate circumstances. He feels no real
guilt for the sin of vlolatfng God's law, nor for going back on his own
promises, but rather puts the responsibility of the break-up of his home
upon someone else and unfortunate circumsta~es.
In short, the sinner
seldom realizes or admits that he ls a sinner.
The lines of Alexander Pope take on special meaning when one considers the universality of sin and the commonplace way that men
look upon it.
Vice is · a monster of such frightful mien,
That to be hated, needs but to be seen,
But seen too oft, familiar with her face,
We first endure , then pity, then embrace."
Man's tendency to gloss over his own sinful behavior and to classify
it as something quite other than sin , inspired J. W. McGarvey, a great
preacher of the last generation , to say , "I believe that I would esteem
above every other gift that could be bestowed upon me as a preacher
the power adequately to conceive what sin is, and ad'equately to set it
before the people. A number of times In my ministrations, I have prepa,red sermons designed to set forth the enormity of sin; but I have
every time felt that I have made a failure . I found, I thought, two
causes of this .failure: first , a want of realization In my own soul or
the enormity of it; and second, Inability to gather up such words
a.nd such figures of speech , as would, with anything lll~e adequacy,
set it before my hearers ." (Sermons, p. 16)
· The fact is that only God can evaluate sin properly , for He alone is
not involved in sin as we are. He is not blinded nor prejudiced as
we are. Our infinitely loving and merciful Heavenly Father Is also a
God of Infinite justice, and these qualities combine to enable Him to
give an objective appraisal of the seriousness of sin . Let us listen as
God speaks of the just punishment for sin : " It is appointed unto .men
once to die, and after this cometh judgment." (Hebrews 9 :27) "Ven gence belongeth unto me, I will recompense ." And again, "The Lord
shall judge his people . It Is a fearful thing to fall Into the hands of
th e living God." (Hebrews 10:30-31) "Marvel not at this: for the hour
cometh when all that are In the tombs shall hear his voice, and
shall come forth; they that have done good unto the resurrection of
lif e; and th ey that have done evil unto the resurrection of judgment."
(John 5: 28-29) "Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand,
Depart from me, ye cursed , Into the eternal fire which is prepared
for the devil and his angels ... and these shall go away Into eternal
pun ish ment ; but the righteous into eternal life." (Matthew 25: 41,46)
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THE HERALD OF TRUTH MAY BE HEARD
OVER THESE ABC AND MBS STATIONS

In addition to these awful words concerning the final judgment and an
eternal condemnation
for the wicked , the Bible also t eaches us that
the suffering , toil, misery, disea s e , heartaches,
sickn ess and death
which plague this life are also a result of man 's sin . For example ,
in Roman 5: 12 we read, "Therefore, as through one man sin entered
into the world , and death through sin ; so death passed unto all men ,
for that all sinned."

City

Time

ALABAMA

Anniston
..WHMA 8 :30 p.m.
Auburn ............WAUD 8 :30 p.m.
Bay Minette ....WBAC 12:30 p.m.
Birmingham
..WATV 8:30 a.m;
Clanton ............WKLF
2: 30 p.m.
Decatur ............WAJF
1:05 p.m.
Dothan ............WOOF 12:35 p.m.
Eufaula ............WULA 5:35 p.m.
Flomaton
........WTCB 8: 30 a.m.
Florence
........WOWL 8 :30 p.m.
F'oley ..............WHEP
1 : 00 p.m .
Gadsden ..........WGAD 8: 30 p.m.
Haleyville
...WJBB 5: 35 p.m.
Mobile ..............WABB 8:00 a.m.
Sylacauga
......WFEB
4 : 35 p .m .
Talladega
........WJHB
1:00 p.m.
(Sat.)
Troy ................WTBF
5:35 p.m.

There are some who speak up quickly to say that so severe a
punishment
for sin, both in this life and at the final judgment, is unjust. We ask simply, "Who is it that calls this punishment
unjust?"
It is man, who himself is a sinner. Do we allow murderers
to sit on
juries trying murder cases? Or gamblers to sit on juries trying gambling cases? Neither is man (the sinner) qualified to sit in judgment
on the s eriousness
of his own sins . "No rogue e'er felt the halter
draw with good opinion of the law ." Sin is r e bellion a ga inst God. It
is the most serious thing that man can do.
There are others who speak of everlasting
punishment
as being
inconsistent
with the goodness and benevolence of God. They forget
that God is also a God of justice and righteousness
and that these
qualities of His nature cannot condone and ignore sin. They also forget that our loving heavenly Father, uniquely aware of the heineousn e ss of sin, and moved by His love for the precious souls of men,
provid ed, at tremendous cost to Hims elf, a way of escape . "God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
on him should not perish, but have eternal life ." (John 3: 16) The angel
said to Joseph , ".And she shall bring forth a son ; and thou shalt
call his name Jesus; for it is he that shall save his people from
their sins." (Matthew
1.21) "God commendeth
his own love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." (Roman s
[i : 8) He a r also the matchless
words of Isaiah 53: 5-6, "He was wound ed
for our tr a nsgr essions, he wa s bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisem ent of our peace was upon him : and with hi s stripe s we are he a led.
All we like sheep have gone astray ; we are turned everyone to his
own way; and Jehovah has laid on him the iniquity of us all."

ALASKA

Fairbanks
....... KFRB
Sitka ................. KIFW

8: 30 a .m.
9: 00 p.m.
(Wed.)

ARIZONA

Flagstaff

............KCLS

Berryville
....... KTCN 7:45
Blytheville
..... KLCN 8:30
Camden
..........KAMD 5:35
Corning ........... KCCB 1:30
Helena ............. KFF A 5:35
Jonesboro ........KBTM 5:35
Little Rock ....KARK 5:30
McGehee ..........KVSA 9:00
Prescott ........... KTP A
Siloam Springs KUO.A 5:35

a .m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.
p.m.

..
..

Station

San
Bernardino ....KCKC
San Diego ........KGB
San Francisco
.KGO
Ukiah ..............KMSL

Time

8 : 30
8:30
7 : 30
8: 35

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

C~LORADO

Denver

..............KOS!

8: 00 a.m.

CONNECTICUT

Bridgeport
......WNAB
Putnam
............WINY
Torrington
......WTOR

9: 30 p.m.
6:35 p.m.
6:35 · p .m.

FLORIDA

Fort Pierce ....WARN
Jacksonville
..WPDQ
Milton ..............WSRA
New Smyrna
Beach ............WSBB
Ocala ................WTMC
Sebring ............WSEB
Tampa-St.
Petersburg
WSUN
Winter Haven WSIR

7:45 a.m.
8:30 a.m .

6:35 p.m .
5:35 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
5:35 p .m.

Bremen
..........WWCC
Carters ville ....WBHF
Cordele ............WMJM
Fitzgerald
......WBHB
Griffin ..............WKEU
Hinesville
......WGML
La Grange ......WLAG
Savanah ..........WBYG
Rome ................WLAQ
Rockmart
......WPLK
Thomson ........WTWA
West Point ....WRLD

8:30 ' a.m.
5:35 p.m.
6:35 p.m.
6:35 p.m.
8:05 a .m.
1 : 30 p.m .
9:00 a.m.
5:35 p.m.
9:30 p.m.
6 : 35 p .m.
9:30 p.m

IDAHO

CALIFORNIA

Bakersfield
....KM.AP
Calixico ..............KICO
Chico ................KP A Y
Los Angeles ....KABC
Napa ............... KVON
Needles
............KSFE

City

GEORGIA

8 : 05 a.m.

ARKANSAS

God's dilemma was that His sen s e of justice demanded that sin be
punished, but His infinite lov e a nd mercy also dem a nded that man
go free. Christ was the costly, bu t only answer.
There is a simple, but moving story of an ancient king by the name
of Croesus. It ma y be tru e, or it may be imagin a ry for all I know, but
it says in a rather remarkable
way something akin to God's love and
sacrifice for man . This ancient king was concerned for the morals of
his kingdom and caused a proclamation to be announced throughout the
land that all adulterers
should have their eyes plucked out. A short
time later the first offender who was brought to the king 's court waP
his own son , the prince. What could he do? Justice demanded his son 's
ey es, but his fatherly love could not permit it. As the story goes this

Station

7: 35 p .m.
8: 00 p.m.
3: 35 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
(Wed.)

Albion ... ......... KMVC
Idaho Falls ........KID
Moscow ............KPRL
Nampa .............. KFXD
Rupert ..............KAYT

8: 00
3 :35
1:30
9:00

a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m .

ILLINOIS

Springfield

......WCVS

8:30 p.m.
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Station

City

Time

Station

Time

MISSOURI

INDIANA

Boonvllle ........WBNL
Lafayette
........WASK
North Vernon WOCH
Vincennes
......W AOV

5 : 35
9:05
8:30
5: 35

p.m.
a.m.
a.m .
p.m .

IOWA

Fort

City
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Dodge

....KVFD

8: 05 a.m.

KENTUCKY

Fr a nkfort ...... .WFKY
Henderson
......WSON
Hopkinsville
..WKOA
Madisonvllle
WFMW
Mayfield ..........WNGO
Paducah
..........WPAD
Paintsville
........WSIP
Pikesville ........WPKE
Somerset ....... ..WSFC

6:35
7 : 00
7: 15
5 : 35
7:30
·s : 30
6:35
7:05
6:35

p.m .
a.m .
a.m.
p.m.
a.m.
a .m .
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

LOUISIANA

Shreveport
Winnfield

... KRMD
...... .WVCL

8: 30 p.m .
8:00 a.m .

Hagerstown

....WJEJ

9:30 p .m.

MASSACHUSETTS

Fall River ......WALE
Gardner ..........WGAW

6 : 35 p.m.
6 : 35 p .m.

MICHIGAN

Detroit
......... . WXYZ 10:00 p.m.
Escanaba
........WDBC 8:30 p.m.
Ludington
......WKLA 9:30 p .m.
Muskegon
......WKBZ 9:30 p.m.
5 : 35 p.m.
5:35 p .m .

MISSISSIPPI

Centervllle
......WGLC
Clarksdale
......WROX
Greenville ........WJPR
Greenwood ......WABG
Jackson
..........WJDX
Natchez
..........WNAT
Vicksburg ........WQBC

a .m.
p.m .
a .m.
p .m.

An a conda ...... .KANA
Lewi s town
..KXLO
Wolf Point ....KVCK

8 : 05 a .m.
4:30 p .m.
3: 35 t>.m.

NEBRASKA

Kearney
... ......KGFW
McCook .... .......KBRL
Omaha ... ..........KMEO
Scottsbluff
..... KNEB
Valentine
......KVHS

8: 05
4: 35
8 : 00
9:00
8 ~30

a.m.
p.m.
a.m .
a .m .
a .m .

NEVADA
NEW

8:30 p.m .

HAMPSHIRE

Keene ............WKNE
NashuaMan c hester WSMN
Portsmouth
....WBBX
NEW

8: 00
5:35
5: 35
4: 30
9:30
2:00
5:35

a .m.
p .m.
p .m .
p.m .
p.m .
p.m .
p.m .

1 : 05 . p.m.
9: 30 p .m.
8:00 a.m ..

MEXICO

Artesia ............. KSVP
Roswell ............KGFL
Silver City ........KSIL
Corning
........... WCLI
Malone ..............WICY
Massena ..........WMSA
New York ..... WABC
Saranac Lake WNBZ
NORTH

Stat i on

Goldsboro
......WF MC
Hendersonvllle
WHKP
Leno ir ................WJRI
Mt . Airy ........WSYD
Reids ville ........WFRC
Roanoke
Rap ids ..........WCBT
Rocky Mount WEED
Wilson ............WGTM
NORTH

Time

1 :0 0 p .m.
2 : 30
5:35
5 :35
9 : 30

p.m.
p .m .
p;m .
p.m .

6 :3 5 p.m.
9: 30 p.m .
6:35 p.m.

DAKOTA

Devil 's Lake ....KDLR
Grand Forks ....KILO
Jam e stown
..... KEYJ
Minot ............. KLPM
Oakes
....KEYD

4: 35
1: 00
5 : 35
5: 35
4: 35

p.m .
p.m .
p.m .
p .m.
p.m.

6: 35 p .m.
3: 35 p .m.
4: 35 p.m.
6: 35
6:35
9: 30
9:30
9: 30

p .m .
p.m .
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

6:35
9:30
5: 35
9 : 30

p.m.
p.m .
p.m.
p.m.

CAROLINA

Belmont
..........WCGC
Durham ..........:.WTIK
Fuquay Spgs . WFVG
Gastonia ........ .WGNC

City

Dover ................WJE R
Ironton
.....WIRO

7 :00 p .m.
6 : 35 p.m.

Ardmore
......... KVSO
Eniid ..................KCRC
La wton ............KSWO
McAlester ....... KNED
Po t eau ..............KLCO
Tulsa ................KT UL
Vinita ................KVIN
Wewoka ..........KWSH

SOUTH

p.m .
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p .m.
a .m.
p.m .
p.m.

3 : 35
8 :30
8 : 30
8: 30
8 :3 0

p .m .
p .m.
a.m .
p.m .
a.m.

PENNNSYLVANIA

Altoona
..........WRTA
Coats ville ........W COJ
Huntingdon
..WHUN
Johnstown
......WCRO
Lock Haven ....WBPZ
Mil t on ..............WMLP

Time

6 : 35 p.m.
9: 35 p.m .
7 :3 5
8 :3 5
6:3 5
9 : 30
9 : 30

a.m .
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m .

6 : 35
4 : 35
5: 35
5 : 35
9 :30
6: 35

p .m .
p.m.
p.m.
p.m .
p.m.
p .m.

CAROLINA

Bennettsvllle
..W BSC
Charleston
......WOKE
Georgetown ....WGTN
Har ts ville ......WHSC
Orangeburg
......WDIX
Ro ck Hill ........WRHI
DAKOTA

Huro n .............. ...KIJV
Mit chell
......KOR N
Wa t e r to wn
..KWAT

5 : 35 p.m.
4 : 35 p .m.
5 : 35 p.m.

TENNESSEE

8 : 30
8 : 30
9:05
1: 30
1 : 00
8: 30
8: 30
8: 30

OREGON

Astoria ..............KAST
Coos Bay ....... KOOS
Coquille ..........KWRO
Eugene ............... KASH
Lakeview
..........KQIK

Station

St. Ma r y's ........WK BI
Sc r a nto n .. .......WI CK
T yron eAlt oona . .....WTRN
Was hin gt o n ....W JPA
Well sboro
.....WNBT
W ilke s Barre WILK
Will ia m sport W MPT

SOUTH
OHIO

OKLAHOMA

........KBET

NEW YORK

MINNESOTA

............WQMN
..........WEVE

a.m .

MONTANA

Reno

MARYLAND

Duluth
Eveleth

Cape
Girardeau ......KFVS 7: 30
Clinton ............KDKD
Dexter ..............KDEX 9 : 00
Joplin ..............WMBH 4:35
Kansas City ..KCMO 8: 30
1: 00
Rolla ..................KTTR

C ity

9:30 p.m.
5 : 30 p.m.
9 : 30 a.m.
8: 00 a.m .
6: 35 p.m .
1 : 00 p.m.
(Sat . )

At hens ........... WLAR
Colu mb ia ....WKR AM
Dayto n ... ........WDNT
Fa yettev ill e ....WEKR
J ack son ............W'NS
John so n City WETB
Lexin gton ......W DXL
Li ving st on ........WLIV
McMi nn vilJe
WB MC
Me m ph is .'.......WHHM
Morr i stown ....WCRK
Murfre e sboro WGNS
Na sh ville ..........WS IX
Oak Ridg e .... .WATO
Onedia
..WB NT

5:35
1: 30
4 :30
6 : 35
7: 30
8 : 05
1:00
5: 35
9: 00
8 :3 0
9 : 35
9 :00
9: 30
9 : 00
9 : 00

p .m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m .
a .m .
p .m.
p.m .
a .m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.
p.m.
a.m.
a .m .

8 : 15
1 : 05
6 : 30
4: 35
5 : 35
8 : 30

a .m .
p .m.
p.m .
p.m.
p.m .
a .m .

TEXAS

Abilene ..............KRB C
Am a rillo ..........KG N C
Big Spring ......KBST
Borger ..............KH U Z
Brownwood ....KBWD
Clarks ville ..... KCAR

THE
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City

Time

Station

Dallas ................ KSKY
Eagle Pass .... .KEPS
Farwell
......... KZOL
Graham ............KSWA
Huntsville
..KSAM
Liberty ..
...KWDL
Littlefield
. KZZZ
Longview
........KFRO
Midland .......... .GCRS
Monahans
..... KVKM
Nacodoches
... KEEE
Pampa
. ······· KHHH
Pampa
. KPDN
Pleasanton
..... KBOP
Rosenburg
..... KFRD
San Antonio ... KMAC
· Sherman
..........KTXO
ShermanDenison ....... KRRV
Texarkana
. KCMC
Tyler
....KTBB

2: 05 p.m.
9: 05 a.m.
4: 30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

5: 35
8: 30
9:00
8: 30
9: 30

p.m.
p.m.
a.m .
p.m.
a.m.

5: 35 p.m.
8: 30 p.m.
8: 30 p.m.

Station

Time

Omak ..............KOMW 9: 15
Seattle
............KTW 9: 30
Tacoma ............KLAY
Walla Walla ... KTEL
8: 30
Wenatchee . ......KUEN 10:15
WEST

8: 30
1:30
4: 35
8:30

a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

VIRGINIA

Clarksburg
....WHAR
Logan ..............WLOG
St. Albans ......WKLC
Williamson
.WBTH

6:35
5:35
9:30
6:35

p.m.
p.m.
a.m.
p.m.

5: 35
5: 35
5:35
8: 05
5:35
5:35
5:35
9:00

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

WISCONSIN

Eau Claire ........WBIZ
Fond du Lac ... KFIZ
Hayward
...WHSM
Madison
....... WIBA
Mantiowoc . . . WOMT
Reedsburg
. WRDB
Superior
.WQMN
Wausau .
.. WSAU
WYOMING

UTAH

Logan
Provo

City

......... .....KLGN

6: 05 p.m.

9: 15 a .m.

CANADA

...WKVT

1:05 p.m.

VIRGINIA

Bristol ........... WFHG
Culpeper ......... WCV A
Fredericksburg
........... . WFVA
Lynchburg
......WLVA
Radford
..........WRAD
Richmond
..... WMBG
Waynesboro
. WA YB

6:35 p.m.
6:35 p.m.
8:30
9:30
4:00
9:30
6:35

a.m.
p.m.
p .m
p.m.
p.m.

WASHINGTON

CentraliaChahalis

....... KTWO
FOREIGN

VERMONT

Brattleboro

Casper

Blind River,
Ont. .............. CJNR 10: 15 , a.m.
Toronto, Ont. CKIDY 9: 15 a.m.
Winnipeg,
Manitoba
..CKY 11:00 p.m.
BERMUDA

Pembroke

.......ZBM

1:30 p.m.

....... ELBC

4:30 p.m .

3: 35 p.m.

.. DZAQ
............ DZAW

7:30 a.m.
7:30 a.m.

Monrovia
Manila
Manila
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ancient monarch dismissed the court until the following day. He dared
not let his son go free, for this would mean disrespect for the law and
authority throughout his kingdom, yet he could not bear to blind his son
for life. On the following day as he entered his court amidst a hushed
silence, he declared his verdict; "From my son you shall take one eye;
from me you shall take the other." In a limited way this ancient story
suggests the way that God has paid the penalty for sin in order that the
demands of justice might be met, yet man go free. "For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
on him should not perish, but have eternal life" (John 3:16).
Friends, may I point out to you that you and I, and all men, can be
freed of our own individual sins? Our Lord has promised that it we
come penitently and humbly to the throne of grace He will give us,
through the blood of Christ, forgiven ess of our sins. The promises of the
New Testament are always for those who come to Chirst, heeding His
invitation, and obeying His simple commandments.
There are no promises of forgiveness for any but those who believe in Christ as the Son
of God. "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, thou and
thy house." (Acts 16:31). There is no forgiveness for any but those who
are penitent for past sins. "Except ye repent, ye shall all in like manner perish" (Luke 13: 3). There is no salvation for any but those who
come confessing the name of Jesus courageously
before men. "Every
one therefore who shall confess me before men, him will I also confess
before my Father who Is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before
men, him will I also deny before my Father who is in heaven" (Matthew
10:32-33). There is no eternal life for any but those who humble themselves in baptism for the remission of sins. "Repent ye, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of
your sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38).
Because of our own sins each of us deserves to be lost eternally. By
our own merits there is no hope of escape . But God has made a way
of escape through Christ. Salvation is God's free gift to each of us if
we will accept it by meeting His simple conditions.
I close this lesson by calling all of us to repentance
and obedience
that we might be saved, using the words of the inspired scriptures In
Acts 22 : 16, "And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins, calling on his name."
C'+-'

LIBERIA
PHILIPPINES

..... KELA

SERIOUSNESS

This list is not 100% correct due to frequent changes.
All times are Sunday unless otherwise
indicated.
Check your local newspaper or radio station for times not listed.

Dear Church of Christ
I would like you to send me a Bible Study Course. Because
I wish to know the Bible better.
I am a member of Christ's church and try to be faithful.
The Herald of Truth is a wonderful program. May God
bless you!
Yours in Christ
A. R.

WHAT EVERY MAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THE
BIBLE
AB C and MBS Networks

By BATS ELL BARRETT
Radio

Sermon

BAXTER
September

No . 503

17, 1961

Since about the turn of the century booksellers have been compiling their "best seller" lists of both fiction and non-fiction. In every year
that records have been kept the Bible has sold more copies than any
other book - and by so wide a margin that it is no longer printed in the
best-seller lists. For example, a few years ago the best seller in the
field of fiction sold 750,000 copies in a single year, a new record to that
time. However , the King James Version of the Bible, by itself, sold
more than twelv e milli on copies in the same year.
The Bible was thf i first printed book and a copy of the Gutenberg .
Bible, printed in the fifteenth century in Mainz, Germany, is one of the
most treasured possession s in the Library of Congress in our nation's
capital. It shares the most prominent place in the vast library with the
Constitution of the United States. More than a billion copies of the Bible
have been printed since Gutenberg's first edition. The American Bible
Society alone has translated either the entire Bible or significant parts
of the Bible into more than eleven hundred languages and dialects.
Truly, the Bible is t h" world's most widely owned and most widely
read book.
There are certain facts about the Bible which every man should
know in order properly to appreciate and to understand
this greatest
of all books. I should like to suggest five of these basic facts to you.
Fact Number One: The Bible is the inspired word of God. By this
we mean that the Bible is inspired of God in the sense that no other
bo6k is inspired. It is my conviction that the men who wrote the Bible
were guided in what they wrote by the Holy Spirit of God. The evidence for this conviction is many sided, for there are many areas
from which supporting evidences come. Let me suggest five or these
areas. First of all, the scriptures claim to be inspired. There is an "air
of infallibility about them." Peter wrote, "For no prophecy ever came
by the will of man : but men spake from God, being moved by the
Holy Spirit." (II Pet er 1: 21) Paul said, "Every scripture inspired of
God is also profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
for
instruction
which is in righteousness:
that the man of God may be
complete, furnished unto every good work." (II Timothy 3: 16-17) Several thousand times in the long sweep of the entire Bible the writers
claim to be speaking from God. Typical of these thousands
of references is the phrase by which Isaiah opens the forty-fifth chapter
of his book, "Thus saith Jehovah ...
" or the way that Moses
opened the twentieth
chapter of Exodus, "And God spake all these
Page 16
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words, saying
. " Although the writers were often unlearned and
ignorant men , by the educational standards of the world, they wrote
magnificently,
so magnificently
in fact that the writings have not
been equaled by all the learning and all the skill of the centuries
that have followed them. The lofty quality of their themes, the perfection of the Christian ethics which they announced, and even the
style in which they wrote are still unsurpassed . Just how shepherds,
fishermen, tax-collectors
and the like, could write in so marvelous a
manner, except it be by inspiration
of God, is impossible of explanation. Further, these unle arned and ignorant men, without any fe ling of self-consciousness,
and with no embarrassment,
claim ed to be
spe ak ing with the guidance of God .
There is a second area of support for the claim that the scriptures
are inspired. It grows out of the many scripture prophecies that hav e
been fulfilled. In the (lid Testament, in particular, there are literally
hundreds
of prophecies
concerning
events that were y et to come.
Often these concern ed Christ, not in a general way, but in a very
specific way, telling what He should be like, what He should teach,
He should die and by what means.
how it should be received, where
There are also prophecies conc er ning the Jewish race and other races
an<l natinns . Certain cities, such as Babylon, are mentioned and their
deotiny foretold. Since these prophecies, many of them written centuries and centuries
before the events that fulfilled them, were
fulfilled exactly as stated, they constitute
irrefutable
evidence that a
divine Being could foresee the future guided the men as they wrote.
Still another evidence of inspiration
is found in the unity of the
scripture s. More than forty different writers, writing over a period
of some 1600 years, in at least two different languages, and often
without the privilege of seeing what the others had written, tell one
consistent story. The remarkable
unity that one finds when he reads
the entire Bible would not have been possible had there not been some
Master-hand guiding those who wrote.
Still other evidence supporting the claim that the Bible is inspired
is found in its unique style. The imparti ality of the accounts, whereby
the bad is told right along with the good, even in the narratives
of
the great h ero es of the Bible, such as David and Pet er and John, is
an evidence that these men wrote in an unusual way. There is also
the calmness with which all the events in the Bibl e are describ ed .
The emotional feelings of the writers have been drained out and only
the facts are given, without the superlative
adj ectives such as are
common to man writing without the limitations
of God upon him.
There are also the amazing brevity of the accounts and the remarkable ommissions of the Bible. Truly, the men who wrote the Bible
wer e re st ricted as to what they could write and a detailed study of
this phase of their writing leaves one with the distinct impression
that some Master-mind, who could see the whole plan, guided each
particular part as it was · prepared.
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Still another area of evidence that the Bible is unique is found in
the great pow er ana influence that the Bible has had down through
the centuri es to conivnce man of it s divine origin and to move him
from a lower to a higher plane of living. Wherever
the Bible has
gon e civili za tion has advanced. If we are to judg e a tree by its fruit,
then the Bibl e truly is the finest book that the world has known.
These ar e only a few quick suggestions
of some of the evidence
that leaves one with the overwhelming conviction that the Bible is the
unique, auth oritative word of God.
Now let's look at fa ct numb er two: The Bible can be read. Alth ough the Bible that I normally u se has 1107 pa ges, each of which
is filled with relativ ely sma ll type, it i11 still a book t hat can be
read. It is made up of sixty -six separate books, which contain 1189
cha pters and a few more than 31,000 verses. Yet this entire Bible can
be read aloud, the slow way, in eighty -nine and one-half-hours. The
New Testament
can be read in only nineteen and one-half hours.
These facts were brou ght to light a few years ago when the Bible
was recorded for the blind. When one remembers that there are at
le ast 112 waking hours in every week, out of a total of 168 hours,
t hen surely he can find enough hour s in the course of a year to read
the entire Bible. Fifteen minutes each day will lead one through the
Bible in one year , so it is rather clear that the Bible can be read.
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the clergy, can understand the Bible. And often earnest seekers after
God are told that they must not try to interpret
the Bib le b eca use
it is beyond them. They are instructed,
"A sk your l)reache r" or "Ask
your priest." This is not the teaching of th e Bible itself . Rather, the
Bible says, "Give dilig ence to present thyself approved unto God, a
wo rkman that neede th not be ashamed, handling ari ght the word of
truth ." (II Timothy 2 : 15) Again, man is admonished,
"'iVork out
your own salvation with fear and trembling.' _' (Philippian s 2: 12) In
Acts 17, verse 11, we find these words, "Now these were more noble
than those in Thes salon ic a, in that they received the word with all
readiness
of mind, exami ning the script u res daily, whether
these
things were so ." The Bereans were commended bec ause th ey ex amii,.ed
the script ures to see if the things tha t Paul preached were tru e. The
third verse of the first chapter of R eve lat ion says, "Blessed is he t hat
r ea deth, and they th at hea r the words .. .'' The Bible is for man, au
men, and should be read and studied by each of us.

Next, let us notice fact number three: The Bible can be understood. There are a great many people who feel that the Bible is beyond their mastery and because they fe el so inadequate
to read it
t hey never really try. I would like to point out tha.t God created this
world for man and then put in it everything that man n ee ds to bless
him and to make him happy. Then God gave him the Bible as his
gu ide-book on how to live. To say that man is incapable of understanding the book that God gave him puts man in a position of
hav ing to face a rather unwel com e dilemm a either God could
or els e God did not wish to make
not make the Bible understandable,
it underst andable. Neither horn of this dilemma is accept able. The
only conclusion that I know to draw is that the Bible is capabl€ of
being understood, if man exerts a reasonable amount of effort. Now
it is perfectly true that no man can completely master the Bible in
th e sense of underitanding
everything
that God has said completely,
but it is true that every man can und erstand enough of God's in spired word to know how to live and how to be saved. I like to
th ink of the Bible as being like the ocean. At the shore it is shallow
enough that even a child can wad€ in safety and yet in its broad
ex panse it is so deep that even the strongest swimmer cannot completely master it. Let us remember, however, that the Bible is God's
book for man and that God made it to fit the needs and the abilities
of man.

Finally, let us look at fact number five: The Bible was written
for three different di spe n sa tions. An unders ta nding of the Bible depends u pon a recogniti on of the fact that God has had three great
dispensations
or period s of dealing with man . First of all, there was
the Patriarchal
age, la sti ng from Adam to Moses, a l)eriod of some
2500 years length , des cri bed in the book of Genesis. Next, there was
the Mosaic age, lasti ng from Moses to Christ, a period of appro ximately 1500 years, and centuing
upon the t en commandments
an d the
re st of the Mosaic la w. Finally, th er e is the Christian age, lasting
from Christ to the end of time and re vea led in the New T estame nt.
T we nti et h Century Christians,
of course, will read the entire Bi ble
because they cannot und ers tand the New Test amen t wi th ou t the
back gro und of the Old , yet when it com es to commandments
to be
obeyed, we of this disp ensation are not under the Mosaic law nor
the laws of the Patriar chal period, but rath er under the laws of Christ.
We are certain of these b eca use of pass ag es lik e Colossians 2: 14,
which r eads, "Having blotted out the bond writt en in ordinances
which was aga inst us, which was contrary to u s: and he hath taken it
out of the way, nailing it to the cro ss ." An eve n more impr ess ive passage, showing that th e old law was taken aw ay, is to be found in
Matthew 17 wh ere Jesus wa s tran sfigur ed with Moses an d Elijah.
Moses wa s the law-giver of the Old Testament
and Elijah was the
chi ef of the prophets . Afte r seeing these three, Simon Peter, said,
"Lord, it is good for us to be here : if thou wilt, I will make here
three tabernacles;
one for thee, on e for Moses, and one for Elijah."
But even while he was yet speaking a bright cloud overshadowed
them and God spoke from the cloud saying, "This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased;
hear ye him." (Matthew 17:2-6)
This settled it for all time. We are to hear Christ.

Next, let ue lonk at fact number four: The Bible must be studied
by every man. There is an idea in the world that only a special class,

From these
that becomee

basic
more

facts from the Bible there is one additional fact
and more apparent. It is the fact that in order
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SUPPOSE IT IS TRUE, AFTER ALL
to be saved we must obey the commands of God. No one can be
saved who does not believe in God and in Christ as the divine Son
of God . (Hebrews 11:6). No one can be saved who does not repent of
his sins and turn toward Christ. (Acts 17:36) No one can be saved
who does not confe ss the name of Jesus before men. (Matthew
12 : 32-33) No one can be saved who is not buried with his Lord in
baptism. (John 3: 5) No one can be saved who does not live and
work and worship as a Christian. (James 1 : 27). The Bible is God's book
for man and in order for it - to be useful in man's salvation it must
be r ead, understood and then obeyed. May I suggest this formula for
an eternally
successful life.
(1) The Bible is my guide.
(2) I know what the Bible teaches.
gent r eading and study.)

(This can be said only after dili-

(3) I am doing what the Bible says.
c-+-9

May 1, 1961
New York
Dear Sir:
Last night I was listening to the "Herald of Truth" on radio
Station W ABC-770 kc. here in New York, they mentioned your
Bible correspondence course. I would very much like to enroll in
this course.
I am a member of the church of Christ but I have had to
stop traveling to church because of a prolonged illness . .
I want to thank the Highland church for sponsoring the
"Herald of Truth" as it is my only means of hearing a sermon
preached on Sunday. Also, I would Ike to commend the beautiful singing on the program. I haven't heard such a good group
of singers since I left my home in Houston.
Thank you for reading my letter and if there is any cost for
the course please let me know for I am sure that this course
will help me to .grow in th.e faith and to convert my husband, a
·
Catholic.
Thank you,

.Mrs. P. D.

ABC

andn

By BATSELL
Radio Sermon

M BS Networks
BARRETT

BAXTER
September

No. 504

24, 1961

Some months ago while waiting in a mid-western
railroad station
I picked up a tract with the title, "Suppose . It Is True, After All?
What Then?" It challenged my attention and I began to read, as follows, "Two friends were talking on religious topics. They discussed
for sin in the future life. They settled
the question ·of .punishment
to their own satisfaction
that there was none. They decided that
Hell was a myth. They argued that God was a God of love and could
.not consign His . creatures
to everlasting punishment.
The conversation
dropped when a Christian who had been a silent
listener to the discussion said, "Suppose it is true after all?" Then
the little leaflet continued, "Suppose it is true after all that God
must punish sin? How would you stand before Him? What could you
say to Him? How would you fare before the Judge?" Certain passages of scripture
were also quoted. Among them was Acts 17: 31,
"Inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in which he will judge the
world in righteousness
by the man whom he hath ordained; whereof
he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him
9:27, "It
from the dead." Another passage included was Hebrews
is appointed unto men once to die, and after this cometh judgment."
Had there been more space, the writer of this small tract might
also have quoted Jesus' words in description of the final judgment
seat, "Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart
from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared for the
devil and his angels . .. And these shall go away into eternal punishment: but the righteous into eternal life." (Matthew 25:41.46)
Ours is an age in which there is a widespread attitude of skepticism and doubt. It applies to religion, but it also applies to many
other things. We are told that we cannot believe what we read in
the newspapers.
We are told that the accounts of ancient history
may not be accurate or dependable . We are told that we cannot
depend on what the advertisers
say about their product. We are told
that we cannot trust our neighbors. In many instances these warnings
are well founded, but the total effect is one much to be regretted,
for as a result modern man has a strong skeptical bias against the
word of God, as well as other things. He tends to take everything
"with a grain of salt," and to believe almost nothing. In this age of
skepticism .and doubt we would like to point out that while it may be
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wise to be cautious about believing
both right and n ec esary to take
has said in His inspired word.

IT IS TRUE,

AFTER

ALL

the things that men say, it is
seriously
everything
that God

This relaxed view toward the statements
of the scriptures has led
ma ny to feel that man needs to do little or nothing in order to be
saved eternally. Literally millions of people are resting their hope of
eternal salvation upon the living of good, decent moral lives, quite
apart from Christ and His church. There are solid citizens in thousands
of communities
throughout
the land who confidently
expect eternal
salvation because of relatively clean moral lives, the paying of their
debts, fidelity to their marriage
vows, loyalty to their nation and
their own community, and other such virtues.
Whil e all of these things are fine, the scriptures
are very plain
in pointing out that eternal salvation depends upon some additional
things: faith in God and in Christ as the Son of God, genuine repentance of past sins, a confession of Christ before men, baptism for
the forgiveness of sins, and the living of a pure, worshipful, servicefilled life to the honor and glory of God. In fact, the tenth chapter
of Acts appears to have been written for the good moral man who
has not formally become a Christian. It tells the story of Cornelius,
a Roman centurian
who was "a devout man, and one who feared
God wtih all his house, who gave much alms to the people , and
prayed to God always," (Acts 10: 2.) The inspired writer then goes
on to tell that God sent a messenger to this man to say, "Send to
Joppa, and fetch Simon, whose surname is Peter;
who shall speak
unto thee words, whereby thou shalt be saved, thou and all thy
' house." (Acts 11: 14) The good, moral man, Cornelius, then sent for
Peter, heard him preach the gospel of Christ, and became a Christian in the only way the Bible recognizes. When he heard the gospel of
Christ he believed in Jesus as the Son of God. He then turn ed from
the past, and th e story closes by telling of his being baptized in t he
name of Jesus Christ.
To
their
fully
saved

those millions of relatively
good people who are trusting
in
own goodness for salvation, we would respectfully,
but forceask, "But suppose it is tru e, after all, that man cannot be
except through the blood of Christ?"

The teaching of the Bible is that only the blood of Christ can
cleanse man of his sins. For example, the book of Acts, every case
of conversion, or of a person being saved, is a case in which the
gospel of Christ was heard, b elieved, and obeyed. In every case the
person who is held up as an example for us to follow is a man who
made known his faith in Christ , repented of his sins and was baptized.
There are no exceptions. In I John 1:7 we read, "If we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth
us from all sins." It is the
blood of Christ that redeems us, that cleanses us, that makes possible
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our salvation, and we come in contact with that saving blood only when
we obey God's simple commandments
in becoming Christian s. There is
no salvation promised outside of Chri st. The good mor al man who
never becomes a Christian is living his life in vain . As the apostle
Paul says in Ephesians
1: 3, every spiritual
blessing is in Christ .
Although there are millions that reason otherwise, this is the teaching of God's word.
Many people have been led by th eir own reasoning, or perhaps I
might even say wishful thinking, to doubt the necessity of baptism,
but is it not wise to be baptized and make sure, especially in a matter
so :vital as one's eternal salvation?
Why run a ri11k? Why take a
chance? Again, we would ask, "What if it is true, after all, that the
following passages mean what th ey say ?" "Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except one be born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God?" (John 3:5) "And Peter said unto them,
Repent and be baptized, every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit." (Acts 2: 38) "And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his name." (Acts 22: 16)
"Which also after a true likeness does now save you, even baptism,
not the putting awa y of the filth of the flesh, but the interrogation
of Jesus
of a good conscience toward God, through the ressurection
Christ." (I Pet er 3 : 21)
There are many people who have been led to doubt that baptism
is immersion . Long after the inspired apostles had written the last
page s of the Bible, men began to practice
sprinkling
or pouring
water upon the head and designating it as baptism . Again we would
ask our question, "Wh at if it is true , aft er all, that God in te nded
of Jesus,
baptism to be a liken ess of the burial and the resurrection
as He taught in the Holy Scriptures?"
I think you recognize immediately that I am referring to the apostle Paul's statement in Romani
6 : 3-5, as follows, "Or are ye ignorant that all we who were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried
therefore with him through baptism unto death: that like as Christ
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we
might also walk in newness of life. For if we have become united
with him in the likenes s of his death, we shall be also in the likenes s of his resurrection."
And I might further add th at every reference to baptism in the New T estament indicates
imm ers ion rather
than sp rinklin g or pouring. In John 3: 23 we learn that they were
baptizing in Aenon, near to Salem, on the Jordan River , "because
there was much water there." In Acts 8: 38 we read, "And he commanded the chariot to stand still : and they both went down into the
water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him . And when
they came up out of the water .. . " Notice that baptism, when performed in the New Testament
manner , involves a going down into
signifies the
and a coming up out of the water . Only immersion
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burial and the resurrection
of Christ . Only immersion is scriptural
baptism. To those who have trusted in a substitute, we would simply
say, "But suppose it is true, after all, that God meant what He said
when the Bible was written?"
In the Holy Scriptures
the Lord and His inspired writers have
de sc rib ed a high and noble manner of scriptural -living. Many have
felt that some of the Lord's requirements
were unreasonably
high
and have made modifications
and changes at various points. As an
example we might mention the Lord's teaching concerning marriage,
divorce and remarriage.
Jesus said, "Whosoever shall put away his
wif e, except for fornication,
and shall marry another , committeth
adultery: arid he that marrieth her when she is put away committetk
adultery."
(Matthew 19: 9) Modern man has often found this com,
mand difficult and has relaxed this teaching of the Lord to permit
Other worldly practices
easy and repeated divorce and remarriage.
have also been countenanced
and endorsed from time fo time, even
by leaders in religion. In this realm, too, we ask, "What if it is true,
after all, that the Lord meant what He said on these matters?"
This whole subject resolves itself into what liberties we can take
with the Bible. Many have felt that it was a primitive and old-fashioned book and that its requirements
could be set aside . But is it not
wiser to accept it just as · it is written and to live our lives according to the safe, sure pattern that we find in God's book? Christianity
has been watered down until it often bears little resemblance to the
Christianity that Christ brought to the world. It is back to the pure
Christianity of the first century that we must go, not only in matters
of ethics and morals, but also in matters of faith and doctrine. Let
us speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where it is silent. Let
us have a "Thus saith the Lord" for everything that we do in faith
and practice. We propose a Christ-centered
Christianity,
with the
Bible as our guide and a way of life and worship that conforms to
what Christ and His apostles decreed. There is no better, no safer,
no more logical way to live. The believer in Christ has the best of it
in this world - more security, more happiness, more peace of mind
- and he has the assurance of eternal salvation in the world to come .
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